This fasciculus of the JOURNAL is fittingly dedicated to the memory of Willard Burr Soper. The papers of which it is comprised have been contributed in witness of the respect and affection which he inspired in these his colleagues and friends and in the desire that they may in some degree serve to During the thirteen years remaining, which he spent in New Haven, the major part of his work was clinical. He found time, however, among all his activities, to continue some experimental work which reached fruition in three papers which had to do with the protective action of attenuated or dead tubercle bacilli against tuberculous infection. Many of his other publications had to do with the dinical manifestations of tuberculosis and of related disease, such as the calcification of the abdominal mesenteric lymph nodes in children, collapse therapy, and pulmonary asbestosis, and he was the author of sections on tuberculosis in Cecil's Textbook of Medicine.
Soper was also deeply concerned about the incidence of tuberculosis in the student body of the University, induding medical students and nurses. In the spring of 1939, evidence appeared of a brain tumor and an operation was performed temporarily restoring him to health but establishing the diagnosis of a glioma. In the fall this recurred and at a second operation it was found that the tumor had progressed to such a degree as to preclude any hope of his recovery. He died on October 30, 1939. Throughout this illness, the gravity of which was of course apparent, he maintained a resolute fortitude which was the final expression of a strongly integrated personality.
Those who have contributed to this memorial remember Soper for his sound and thorough contributions to the literature of medicine, but more perhaps for his knowledge and skill in the field of clinical tuberculosis. Most of all, he was, to these and to the many who were beneficiaries of his services, the "good physician." -S. C. H.
